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Lowball or low poker is a variant of poker in which the normal ranking of hands is
inverted. Several variations of lowball poker exist, differing in whether aces are
treated as high cards or low cards, and whether straights and flushes are

used.

Low-poker ranking [ edit ]

Lowball inverts the normal ranking of poker hands.

There are three methods of ranking low hands, called ace-to-five low, deuce-to-seven
low, and ace-to-six low. The 'ace-to-five' method is most common. A sub-variant within
this category is 'high-low poker’, in which the highest and lowest hands split the pot,
with the highest hand taking any odd chips if the pot does not divide equally.
Sometimes straights and/or flushes count in determining which hand is highest but not
in determining which hand is lowest, being reckoned as a no-pair hand in the latter
instance, so that a player with such a holding can win both ways and thus take the
entire pot.

Lowball variants [ edit ]

The most popular forms of lowball are ace-to-five

lowball (also known as California lowball), and deuce-to-seven lowball (also known as
Kansas City lowball). Ace-to-five lowball gets its name because the best hand at that
form is 5-4-3-2-A. In ace-to-five lowball straights and flushes do not prevent a hand
from being low. You win by simply having the five lowest cards. Deuce-to seven lowball
gets its name because the best hand at that form is 7-5-4-3-2 (not of the same

suit).[1]

Ace-to-five low is the most common method for evaluating low hands in poker,

nearly universal in U.S. casinos, especially in high-low split games.

As in all low

hand games, pairs count against the player. That is, any hand with no pair defeats any
hand with a pair; one pair hands defeat two pair or three of a kind, etc. No-pair hands
are compared starting with the highest-ranking card, just as in high poker, except that
the high hand loses. In ace-to-five low, straights and flushes are ignored, and aces
play as the lowest card.

For example, the hand 8-5-4-3-2 defeats 9-7-6-4-3, because
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eight-high is lower than nine-high. The hand 7-6-5-4-3 defeats both, because seven-high
is lower still, even though it would be a straight if played for high. Aces are low, so
8-5-4-3-A defeats 8-5-4-3-2. Also, A-A-9-5-3 (a pair of aces) defeats 2-2-5-4-3 (a pair
of deuces), but both of those would lose to any no-pair hand such as K-J-8-6-4. In the
rare event that hands with pairs tie, kickers are used just as in high poker (but
reversed): 3-3-6-4-2 defeats 3-3-6-5-A.

This is called ace-to-five low because the

lowest (and therefore best) possible hand is 5-4-3-2-A, called a "wheel". The next best
possible hand is 6-4-3-2-A, followed by 6-5-3-2-A, 6-5-4-2-A, 6-5-4-3-A, 6-5-4-3-2,
7-4-3-2-A, 7-5-3-2-A, etc.

When speaking, low hands are referred to by their

highest-ranking card or cards. Any nine-high hand can be called "a nine", and is
defeated by any "eight". Two cards are frequently used: the hand 8-6-5-4-2 can be
called "an eight-six" and will defeat "an eight-seven" such as 8-7-5-4-A.

Another

common notation is calling a particular low hand "smooth" or "rough”. A smooth low hand
is one where the remaining cards after the highest card are themselves very low; a
rough low hand is one where the remaining cards are high. For instance, 8-7-6-3-A would
be referred to as a "rough eight", but 8-4-3-2-A would be referred to as a "smooth
eight". Some players refer to a hand containing a 4-3-2-A (in ace-to-five low or
ace-to-six low) or a 5-4-3-2 (in deuce-to-seven low) as a "nut" (thus, in ace-to-five

or ace-to-six, a 7-4-3-2-A would be called a "seven nut").

High-low split games with

ace-to-five low are usually played cards speak, that is, without a declaration.
Frequently a qualifier is required for low (typically 8-high or 9-high). Some hands
(particularly small straights and flushes) may be both the low hand and the high hand,
and are particularly powerful (or particularly dangerous if they are mediocre both
ways). Winning both halves of the pot in a split-pot game is called "scooping" or
"hogging" the pot. The perfect hand in such a game is called a "steel wheel", 5-4-3-2-A
of one suit, which plays both as perfect low and a straight flush high. Note that it is
possible—though unlikely—to have this hand and still lose money. If the pot has three
players, and one other player has a mixed-suit wheel, and a third has better straight
flush, the higher straight flush wins the high half of the pot, and the two wheels

split the low half, hence the steel wheel wins only a quarter of a three-way

pot.

Ace-to-five lowball, a five-card draw variant, is often played with a joker added

to the deck. The joker plays as the lowest card not already present in the hand (in
other words, it is a wild card): 7-5-4-Joker-A, for example, the joker plays as a 2.

This can cause some interesting effects for high-low split games. Let's say that Alice
has 6-5-4-3-2 (called a "straight six")--a reasonably good hand for both high and low.
Burt has Joker-6-5-4-3. By applying the rule for wild cards in straights, Burt's joker
plays as a 7 for high, giving him a seven-high straight to defeat Alice's six-high

straight. For low, the joker plays as an ace—the lowest card not in Burt's hand—and his
hand also defeats Alice for low, because his low hand is 6-5-4-3-A, lower than her
straight six by one notch. Jokers are very powerful in high-low split games.

Wheel [

edit |

A wheel or bicycle is the poker hand 5-4-3-2-A, regardless of suit, which is a

five-high straight, the lowest-ranking of the straights.

In ace-to-five low poker,

where aces are allowed to play as low and straights and flushes do not count against a
hand's "low" status, this is the best possible hand. In high/low split games, it is

both the best possible low hand and a competitive high hand. The best deuce-to-seven



low hand, 7-5-4-3-2, is also sometimes called "the wheel".

Ace-to-six low is not as

commonly used as the ace-to-five low method, but it is common among home games in the
eastern region of the United States, some parts of the mid-west, and also common in the
United Kingdom (it is the traditional ranking of London lowball, a stud poker

variant).

As in all lowball games, pairs and trips are bad: that is, any hand with no

pair defeats any hand with a pair; one pair hands defeat two pair or trips, etc.

No-pair hands are compared starting with the highest-ranking card, just as in high
poker, except that the high hand loses. In ace-to-six low, straights and flushes are
accounted for (as compared to Ace-to-five) and count as high (and are therefore bad),
and aces play as the lowest card.

For example, the hand 8-5-4-3-2 defeats 9-7-6-4-3,

because eight-high is lower than nine-high. The hand 7-6-5-4-2 defeats both, because
seven-high is lower still. The hand 7-6-5-4-3 would lose, because it is a straight.

Aces are low, so 8-5-4-3-A defeats 8-5-4-3-2. Also, A-A-9-5-3 (a pair of aces) defeats
2-2-5-4-3 (a pair of deuces), but both of those would lose to any no-pair hand such as
K-J-8-6-4. In the rare event that hands with pairs tie, kickers are used just as in

high poker (but reversed): 3-3-6-4-2 defeats 3-3-6-5-A.

It is called ace-to-six low

because the best possible hand is 6-4-3-2-A (also known as a Chicago Wheel or a 64),
followed by 6-5-3-2-A, 6-5-4-2-A, 6-5-4-3-A, 7-4-3-2-A, 7-5-3-2-A, etc.

When speaking,

low hands are referred to by their highest-ranking card or cards. Any nine-high hand
can be called "a nine", and is defeated by any "eight". Two cards are frequently used:
the hand 8-6-5-4-2 can be called "an eight-six" and will defeat "an eight-seven" such
as 8-7-5-4-A.

A wild card plays as whatever rank would make the lowest hand. Thus, in
6-5-Joker-2-A, the joker plays as a 3, while in Joker-5-4-3-2 it would play as a 7 (an
ace or six would make a straight).

High-low split games with ace-to-six low are usually

played with a declaration.

Deuce-to-seven low is often called Kansas City lowball (the

no-limit single-draw variation) or just "low poker". It is almost the direct opposite

of standard poker: high hand loses. It is not as commonly used as the ace-to-five low
method.

As in all lowball games, pairs and trips are bad: that is, any hand with no

pair defeats any hand with a pair; one pair hands defeat two pair or trips, etc.

No-pair hands are compared starting with the highest-ranking card, just as in high
poker, except that the high hand loses. In deuce-to-seven low, straights and flushes
count as high (and are therefore bad). Aces are always high (and therefore bad).

For

example, the hand 8-5-4-3-2 defeats 9-7-6-4-3, because eight-high is lower than
nine-high. The hand 7-6-5-4-2 defeats both, because seven-high is lower still. The hand
7-6-5-4-3 would lose, because it is a straight. Aces are high, so Q-8-5-4-3 defeats
A-8-5-4-3. In the rare event that hands with pairs tie, kickers are used just as in

high poker (but reversed): 3-3-6-4-2 defeats 3-3-6-5-2.

Since the ace always plays

high, A-5-4-3-2 (also called the Nut Ace) is not considered a straight; is simply
ace-high no pair (it would therefore lose to any king-high, but would defeat
A-6-4-3-2).

The best possible hand is 7-5-4-3-2 (hence the name deuce-to-seven low),

followed by 7-6-4-3-2, 7-6-5-3-2, 7-6-5-4-2, 8-5-4-3-2, 8-6-4-3-2, etc. Hands are



sometimes referred to by their absolute rank, e.g. 7-5-4-3-2 (#1, said 'number one’,

see table).

Hand Name (#) Other Name 7-5-4-3-2 #1 Seven perfect, The nuts, Number one,

The wheel 7-6-4-3-2 #2 7-6-5-3-2 #3 7-6-5-4-2 #4 8-5-4-3-2 #5 Nut Eight, Eight perfect
8-6-4-3-2 #6 8-6-5-3-2 #7 8-6-5-4-2 #8 8-6-5-4-3 #9 Rough eighty-six 8-7-4-3-2 #10
Eighty-seven smooth 8-7-5-3-2 #11 8-7-5-4-2 #12 Average eight 8-7-5-4-3 #13 8-7-6-3-2
#14 8-7-6-4-2 #15 8-7-6-4-3 #16 8-7-6-5-2 #17 8-7-6-5-3 #18 Rough eighty-seven, The
Dave P. 9-5-4-3-2 #19 Nut Nine, Nine perfect

When speaking, low hands are referred to

by their highest-ranking card or cards. Any nine-high hand can be called "a nine", and

is defeated by any "eight". Two cards are frequently used: the hand 8-6-5-4-2 can be
called "an eight-six" and will defeat "an eight-seven" such as 8-7-5-4-2.

Another

common notation is calling a particular low hand "smooth" or "rough”. A smooth low hand
is one where the remaining cards after the highest card are themselves very low; a
rough low hand is one where the remaining cards are high. For instance, 8-7-6-4-2 would
be referred to as a "rough eight", but 8-5-4-3-2 would be referred to as a "smooth

eight".

Wild cards are rarely used in deuce-to-seven games, but if used they play as

whatever rank would make the lowest hand. Thus, in 7-6-Joker-3-2, the joker plays as a
4, while in Joker-5-4-3-2 it would play as a 7 (a six would make a straight).

High-low

split games with deuce-to-seven low are usually played with a declaration.

See also |

edit |
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Tombola is the Italian game of chance, a centuries-old bingo-style lottery game with even more
chances to win! It's a popular game amongst large groups of friends and family gatherings.
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In many parts of the world, a game of bingo is associated more with pensioners than fashionable
parties. But in Italy it's an essential part of the holidays for people of all ages.
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Se Springfield, uma cidade simbdlica da classe trabalhadora
americana

Se uma cidade pudesse ser emblematica das vicissitudes da vida da classe trabalhadora
americana, Springfield, Ohio, seria uma boa escolha. No coracdo do meio-oeste, a prosperidade
de Springfield foi construida sobre a manufatura e a publicacdo. No entanto, o seu declinio
comecou cedo. A grande planta de publicacdo Crowell-Collier fechou na Véspera de Natal de
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1956. Trinta anos depois, onabet excluir conta 1983,
Newsweek

dedicou uma edicao inteira a Springfield. Intitulada "O Sonho Americano"”, chegou a triste
conclusao de que "Os tempos ndo tém sido hospitaleiros para sonhar".

Os anos que se seguiram provaram ainda menos hospitaleiros a medida que as empresas
fabricantes abandonaram a cidade e os salarios despencaram. Um relatério de pesquisa do Pew
onabet excluir conta 2024 descobriu que Springfield perdeu mais trabalhadores de alta renda e
ganhou mais trabalhadores de baixa renda do que qualquer outra area metropolitana da América.
A cidade ficou assombrada pelas doencas do desespero que agora assombram muitas outras
comunidades trabalhadoras pos-industriais, desde o aumento da dependéncia de alcool e
opioides a subida dos suicidios.

Ha uma década, o conselho municipal da cidade elaborou um programa para atrair novos
empregadores, incluindo firmas de servi¢os alimentares e empresas logisticas, um armazém da
Amazon e um fabricante de microchips. Foram criados milhares de novos postos de trabalho,
embora a maioria deles continuasse mal remunerada. O problema agora tornou-se nao haver
poucos empregos para os trabalhadores, mas poucos trabalhadores para os empregos. E, assim,
imigrantes vieram preencher a lacuna, principalmente haitianos que vivem legalmente onabet
excluir conta outros lugares da América.

A chegada de imigrantes ajudou a reviver uma cidade moribunda. Também criou tensdes, a
medida que o0 acesso a habitacdo e aos servigcos de saude ficou mais restrito. Grupos racistas e
de extrema-direita aproveitaram o assunto, tentando transformar a tensdo onabet excluir conta
odio com falas de uma "invasdo" que estava a destruir a cidade. As alegacdes ficaram cada vez
mais selvagens, levando finalmente a dendncias de haitianos por comerem os cées e gatos de
pessoas, uma alegacao transformada onabet excluir conta questéo nacional pelo Donald Trump
no seu debate presidencial com a Kamala Harris nha semana passada. "Em Springfield, estdo a
comer os caes", disse Trump. "As pessoas que entraram. Estdo a comer os gatos." Mesmo antes
da exploséo de Trump, lideres republicanos, incluindo o candidato a vice-presidéncia JD Vance,
o senador texano Ted Cruz, o Comité Judiciario Republicano do Congresso e apoiantes de
Trump, como o Elon Musk, todos perpetuaram o mito, dando-lhe legitimidade.

Muitos, incluindo Musk, também empurraram outra teoria da conspiracdo de extrema-direita de
gue os Democratas estdo a importar deliberadamente "milhdes de imigrantes ilegais" como
alimento para entronizar "o governo de um unico partido”.

O caso de Springfield poderia ter sido uma oportunidade para um debate produtivo sobre as
politicas e recursos necessarios para incentivar o crescimento econémico e absorver grandes
nameros de estrangeiros; um debate sobre como criar empregos decentes com salarios decentes
e como aliviar as pressoes sobre a infraestrutura social. Em vez disso, politicos e figuras publicas
de linha principal utilizaram-no para patrocinar teorias sujas de extrema-direita e mitos urbanos, e
para incitar odio racial.

Os politicos frequentemente alegam que o publico é privado de um debate sobre imigragdo. No
entanto, dada a oportunidade para tal debate, muitos preferem demonstrar a onabet excluir conta
bigotaria onabet excluir conta vez de se envolver onabet excluir conta discusséao racional.

O debate sobre Springfield também ilustra a continuacédo da "memificacdo" da politica - a
transformacéo da politica mais onabet excluir conta uma cole¢éo de sinais e simbolos do que
discussdes de contetido ou politica. Trump sempre se insiste onabet excluir conta arrastar a
politica para o esgoto. Ele s6 é capaz de fazé-lo, no entanto, porque o desejo de alimentar a
maquina da indignacdo onabet excluir conta vez de se envolver onabet excluir conta discusséo
sutil se tornou uma caracteristica tao integrante da politica.

Este ndo é apenas um traco da politica americana. No meu conhecimento, nenhum politico
britanico acusou os solicitantes de asilo de comer animais de estimacéo, mas politicos de linha
principal regurgitam regularmente teorias da conspiracédo de extrema-direita, como "a grande
substituicdo” e medos de brancos a perder o seu lar. A formulacdo de politicas, como o agora



abandonado plano de deportacdo para o Ruanda, € muitas vezes projetada para ser mais
performativa do que prética.
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Nem € apenas com a imigracao que o sinalizador tornou-se tudo-importante. Por exemplo, o
"shtick" do chanceler de ferro de Rachel Reeves e o recusa do Labour onabet excluir conta
recuar ou mesmo amenizar a remocao da permissao de inverno para todos, exceto aqueles com
créditos de pensao, resulta de um desejo de assinalar dureza onabet excluir conta politica
econdmica a custa de deixar milhdes de pensionistas a coxear. O sinalizador e o sinal sempre
fizeram parte da politica. Hoje onabet excluir conta dia, no entanto, parece que eles

séao

a politica. O meme tornou-se a mensagem. E, quando isso acontece, as afiliacdes tribais que
deseja demonstrar ou o simbolismo que deseja langar tornam-se cada vez mais importantes, e 0
sinalizador cada vez menos restrito.

Em Springfield, apesar do prefeito republicano da cidade e do governador republicano de Ohio
ambos terem denunciado as falas sobre haitianos, muitos ndo apenas continuaram com as
mentiras, mas duplicaram-nas. Na uma reunido da comissao da cidade onabet excluir conta
Tucson, Arizona, na sexta-feira, Trump denunciou "imigrantes ilegais haitianos a tomarem conta
de um belo lugar" e denegrou "jovens americanas a serem estupradas e sodomizadas e
assassinadas por aliens selvagens e criminosos”, aumentando a retérica e alimentando
descaradamente mitos e medos racistas profundamente enraizados. Alimentar a maquina da
indignacdo tem consequéncias inevitaveis. A semana passada, a prefeitura de Springfield e duas
escolas com grandes numeros de criancas haitianas tiveram de ser evacuadas depois de
ameacas de bomba que "utilizavam linguagem odiosa para imigrantes e haitianos na nossa
comunidade”.

Pouco antes do debate presidencial, Nathan Clark falou numa reunido da comisséo da cidade de
Springfield. O filho de Clark, Aiden, de 11 anos, foi morto no ultimo agosto quando o 6nibus
escolar onabet excluir conta que viajava foi atingido por um minivan dirigido por um imigrante
haitiano, Hermanio Joseph, que desde entédo foi condenado por homicidio culposo e condenado
a um minimo de nove anos de prisdo. Foi uma tragédia terrivel, e uma das poucas acusacdes
atiradas a imigrantes haitianos onabet excluir conta Springfield que é verdadeira. Clark comecou
0 seu discurso com um comentario que pode parecer chocante: "Eu desejava que meu filho
tivesse sido morto por um homem branco de 60 anos.” Porque entdo "o grupo incessante de
pessoas a vomitar 6dio" nos deixaria onabet excluir conta paz. Para Clark, a tragédia da morte do
seu filho foi ampliada por "politicos moralmente bancarrotes” a usarem o seu filho para "vomitar
todo o 6dio" sobre haitianos. "Por favor, parem com o 6dio", suplicou.

O discurso de Clark mostrou ndo apenas que muitas pessoas onabet excluir conta Springfield ndo
sdo como os bigotas gostariam de retrata-las, mas também que é possivel demonstrar empatia e
compaixao extraordindrias que ultrapassam as falhas de raga e identidade, mesmo no meio de
uma tragédia pessoal. Se apenas a nossa politica também pudesse ser imbuida de tal
humanidade e integridade moral.
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