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The policy will only allow athletes who've transitioned before the age of 12.

A stance on transgender athletes made by one of the world's most important athletic federations
has sent ripples throughout the rest of the sports world and some fear it may bring even wider
changes to come.

The governing body of international competitive swimming announced a policy that will only allow
athletes who've transitioned before the age of 12 to take part in any of the elite international
swimming competitions.

Lia Thomas, second left, of Penn University and transgender swimmer Iszac Henig (L) of Yale
pose with their medals after placing first and second in the 100-yard freestyle swimming race at
the 2022 vy League Women's Swimming & Diving Championships at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Joseph Prezioso/AFP via Getty Images, FILE

The decision made by FINA pointed to what the organization says is a "performance gap" that
emerges between biological males and females during puberty.

"Without eligibility standards based on biological sex or sex-linked traits, we are very unlikely to
see biological females in finals, on podiums, or in championship positions," read the statement in
part.

The policy also includes a proposal for a new open competition category, which athletes "would be
able to compete without regard to their sex, their legal gender or their gender identity."

FINA cited coming to the decision after consulting with scientists and policy makers, but the policy
still sent shockwaves throughout the world of swimming and beyond.

USA Wrestling and the International Rugby League have already followed suit and announced
similar policies and other governing bodies are likely to follow suit.

FIFA, soccer's governing body, and World Athletics, the international governing body that covers
track and field events, also announced a review of their transgender athlete policy.

Transgender athlete Schuyler Bailar said the FINA policy is "extreme."

"It's the most extreme policy that I've read to date.

| think it builds upon the discrimination that we're seeing specifically on trans people," said Bailar,
who was the first openly transgender swimmer in NCAA Division 1 competition and the first trans
man to compete in any NCAA Division 1 sport, to ABC News.

LGBTQ rights supporters gather at the Texas State Capitol to protest state Republican-led efforts
to pass legislation that would restrict the participation of transgender student athletes on the first
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day of the 87th Legislature's third special session on September 20, 2021 in Austin, Texas.
Tamir Kalifa/Getty Images, FILE

The decision could impact athletes like Lia Thomas, whose record-breaking season in the
women's swim category set off a firestorm of international controversy.

Thomas, who was recruited to the University of Pennsylvania men's swim team and competed
with them for three seasons, began transitioning in 2019 and joined the women's team for the
2021 to 2022 season.

Earlier this year, Thomas made history as the first transgender athlete to win a NCAA Division 1
National championship.

That season, she set Ivy league records and rose significantly in the women's rankings versus her
performance in the men's field.

In her only television interview, Thomas spoke to ABC News in May.

"Trans women competing in women's sports does not threaten women's sports as a whole," said
Thomas.

"Trans women are a very small minority of all athletes and we haven't seen any massive wave of
trans women dominating."

At the time, Thomas told ABC News that her goal was to swim at the Olympic Trials.

But now, the new policy change prohibits Thomas from achieving those dreams.

In a statement to ABC News, Thomas said, "The new FINA release is deeply upsetting.

It is discriminatory and will only serve to harm all women."

University of Pennsylvania athlete Lia Thomas prepares for the 500 meter freestyle at the NCAA
Swimming and Diving Championships, March 17, 2022, at Georgia Tech in Atlanta.

John Bazemore/AP, FILE

Former Southern lllinois University swimmer Natalie Fahey was one of the first openly trans
women to compete in the NCAA.

Unlike Thomas, Fahey didn't break any records and her races were far less controversial.

"After | transitioned, | was solidly middle ground.

| didn't come in and break any records," said Fahey.

"l only competed at a conference, but certainly just the fact that I'm not as good as Lia is, weighs
into that."

Fahey added that being able to swim as a woman was crucial to her.

Three-time Olympic Gold-medalist Nancy Hogshead-Makar is the founder of Champion Women,
a non-profit organization that advocates for gender equality in sports for women and girls.

She said she advocates for the open competition category.

"Trans women are women, but there are a few places where biology really matters and women's
sports is one of them," she said.

But Bailar argues that the policy will have a lasting impact on trans youth that expands beyond
sports.

"Most people play sports for fun, to learn cooperation, to have a team, to have peer mentorship,”
said Bailar.

"This [policy] polices all women because you have to know which girls are trans in order to
exclude them.

And when you do that, you enforce the policing of all women's bodies."
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The legality of bookmaking varies from state to state in the US. While some states have legalized
sports betting and have established regulations for licensed operators, others still prohibit it.
Running an illegal bookmaking operation has severe legal consequences, including fines and
imprisonment.
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NCAA, 35 states plus the District of Columbia have legalized sports betting. Each of these states
have established rigorous licensing regimes to ensure game integrity and consumer safety.
Sportsbooks and bookies that offer sports betting outside of these licensing regimes whether in
person or online are illegal.
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Ex-dono da Harrods € acusado de crimes sexuais por time de 37 mulheres

A equipe legal representando as supostas vitimas do ex-dono da Harrods, Mohamed Al Fayed,
afirmam que o bilionario falecido era um "monstro” cujos crimes foram "habilitados" pelo
departamento de luxo.

No minimo 37 mulheres acusaram Al-Fayed, que faleceu palpite do dia sportingbet 2024 aos 94
anos, de assédio sexual, conforme o advogado Dean Armstrong disse a jornalistas palpite do dia
sportingbet Londres na sexta-feira. Armstrong descreveu Al-Fayad como um "monstro” que
cometeu uma "teia de abuso vasto".

Ao esbocar a reclamacéao legal sendo trazida contra a Harrods, Armstrong disse que Al-Fayad foi
"habilitado por um sistema" que permeava a loja.

"Isso é e era um fracasso sistémico de responsabilidade corporativa, e esse fracasso sistémico
estd nos ombros da Harrods", disse Armstrong.

A equipe legal envolvida na investigagcéo da afirmou que a Harrods sabia dos crimes supostos de
Al Fayed. A loja mostrou um "fracasso abjetivo de responsabilidade corporativa e uma falha
palpite do dia sportingbet fornecer um sistema de trabalho seguro”, disse Armstrong.

A equipe chamou o caso de "horrifico", o comparando ao de Jeffrey Epstein, o peddfilo
condenado que morreu na cadeia antes de poder encarar o julgamento por acusacoes federais
de trafico sexual, e de Jimmy Savile, uma personalidade da televisao britanica que foi revelada
ser um prolifico ofensor sexual apos palpite do dia sportingbet morte.

O advogado Bruce Drummond descreveu 0 caso como "um dos piores casos de exploracéo
sexual corporativa que certamente eu, e talvez o mundo, ja tenha visto."

A Harrods se desculpou pelas vitimas palpite do dia sportingbet um comunicado as quintas-
feiras, dizendo que estava "completamente abalada" pelas alegacdes de abuso cometido por seu
ex-dono. O empresario bilionario possuia a loja entre 1985 e 2010.

No comunicado, a Harrods disse que "nova informag&o surgiu no ano passado” sobre alegagcdes
histéricas de abuso sexual cometido por Al-Fayed.

Desde entéo, ela disse, "foi nossa prioridade resolver reivindicacées da maneira mais rapida
possivel, evitando longos procedimentos judiciais para as mulheres envolvidas."

N&o esta claro se os atuais donos serdo responsaveis pelos crimes supostos cometidos sob a
propriedade anterior da Harrods e se eles serdo responsaveis por compensar as supostas
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vitimas e sobreviventes de abuso.

Falando na conferéncia de imprensa, Gloria Allred, uma advogada lider de direitos das mulheres
gue representou mulheres que disseram ter sido abusadas por Jeffrey Epstein e Harvey
Weinstein, descreveu Al-Fayed como "o epitome de um abusador sexual serial."

As alegacfes contra Al-Fayed incluem "estupro serial, tentativa de estupro, agressao sexual e
abuso sexual de menores”, detalhou Allred.

O Clube de Futebol de Fulham, que Al-Fayed possuiu entre 1997 e 2013, disse palpite do dia
sportingbet um comunicado postado na sexta-feira: "Estamos profundamente constrangidos e
preocupados ao
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